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K) Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 26 t 2000 ■ 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prosecution as to the merits is clos d 
in accordance with the practice under Ex pate 0^835 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3_ month(s), or thirty day* whichever ,s 

Tonaer 'rom the Sng date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
a^ (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the prov.s.ons of 

37 CFR 1136(a). 



Disposition of Claim 

H Claim(s) 1-8 



is/are pending in the applicat 



Of the above, claim(s). 
□ Claim(s) 



IS Claim(s) 1-8 

□ Ciaim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

69 The drawing(s) filed on Jan 26. 2000 is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved disapproved. 

(X) The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

EJ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § Il9(a)-(ci). 
KJAII nsome* »ne of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

(X] received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) _ ■ 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
Certified copies not received: , 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

B Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference sign(s) not mentioned in the description: Reference character "15" 
is shown in figure 1 but not mentioned in the specification. Reference characters "14", "16", 
"17", "18", "19" and "23" are shown in figure 2 but not mentioned in the specification. 
Correction is required. 



Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative 
of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

3. The following title is suggested: Method and Apparatus for Operating a coin actuated 
Entertainment Automat. 
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4 Content of Specification 

(a) Title, of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1 .72(a). The title of the invention should be 
placed at the top of the first page of the specification. It should be brief but 
technically accurate and descriptive, preferably from two to seven words. 

(b) Crnss-References to Belated Applications : See 37 CFR 1 .78 and M.E.P.. 
§201.11. 

( c ) Statement Regarding Federally Spons ored Research and Development: See 
M.E.P.. §310. 

(d) Reference to a "Microfiche Appendix ": See 37CFR 1 .96(c) and M.E.P.. § 608.05. 
The total number cf microfiche and the total number frames should be specified. 

(e) Back ground of the Invention : The specification should set forth the Background of 
the Invention in two parts: 

( 1 ) Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art to which the invention 
pertains. This statement may include a paraphrasing of the applicable U.S. 
patent classification definitions of the subject matter of the claimed 
invention. This item may also be titled "Technical Field." 

(2) Description of the Related Art : A description of the related art known to 
the applicant and including, if applicable, references to specific related art 
and problems involved in the prior art which are solved by the applicant's 
invention. This item may also be titled "Background Art." 

(f) Rrief Summary ol the Invention : A brief summary or general statement of the 
invention as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .73. The summary is separate and distinct from 
the abstract and is directed toward the invention rather than the disclosure as a 
whole. The summary may point out the advantages of the invention or how it 
solves problems previously existent in the prior art (and preferably indicated in the 
Background of the Invention). In chemical cases it should point out in general 
terms the utility of the invention. If possible, the nature and gist of the invention 
or the inventive concept should be set forth. Objects of the invention should be 
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(g) 

GO 



(I) 



0) 



00 



treated briefly and only to the extent that they contribute to an understanding of 
the invention. 

iwf rv^.ription o™» Views of the Drawing(s): A reference to and brief 

description of the irawing(s) as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .74. 

nailed Descripti on of the Invention : A description of the preferred 
embodiment(s)ofthe invention as required in 37 CFR 1 .71 . The description 
should be as short and specific as is necessary to describe the invention adequately 
and accurately. This item may also be titled "Best Mode for Carrying Out the 
Invention " Where elements or groups of elements, compounds, and processes, 
which are conventional and generally widely known in the field of the invention 
described and their exact nature or type is not necessary for an understanding and 
use of the invention by a person skilled in the art, they should not be described in 
detail However, where particularly complicated subject matter is involved or 
where the elements, compounds, or processes may not be commonly or widely 
known in the field, the specification should refer to another patent or readily 
available publication which adequately describes the subject matter. 

Claim or Claims: See 37 CFR 1.75 and M.E.P.. § 608.01(m). The claim or claims 
must commence on separate sheet. (37 CFR 1.52(b)). Where a claim sets forth a 
plurality of elements or steps, each element or step of the claim should be 
separated by a line indentation. There may be plural indentations to further 
segregate subcombinations or related steps. 

Ah.tr.rt of the Dis closure: A brief narrative of the disclosure as a whole in a single 
paragraph of 250 words or less on a separate sheet following the claims. 

Drawings: See 37 CFR 1.81, 1.83-1.85, and M.E.P.. § 608.02. 



(1) Se quence Listing : Pee 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. 
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5. This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

6. On page 8, reference character "2" refers to a 'symbol display device' on lines 3 and 5. 
On the same page, lines 18 and 22, reference character "2" refers to a 'symbol game device. 
Correction/clarification is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 



M the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed m the United 
S^te^^^tta. thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international appl.cat.on by another who 
^l^ta^-ta-entt of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of th.s t.tle before the .nvent.on 

thereof by the applicant for patent. 



7. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Vancura. 

Vancura discloses Gaming Machines with Bonusing. In his game he teaches the playing of 
a bonus game in a secondary machine adjacent to a primary machine. Vancura's invention 
substantially teaches the limitations as claimed. 
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Vancura teaches: 

Referring to Claim 1 . 3 & 7 

that the primary machine acts as a traditional slot machine (col. 1 8, lines 22-24). 
that the primary gaming machine can be a suitable gaming machine, such as, slot, 
poker, keno etc.; 

and 

the accumulating of winnings in an award meter (col. 1 7, lines 44-54). 

Referring t n Claim 2 & 8 

• a secondary machine (claim 1); 

a bonus qualifying signal, to play a bonus game on the secondary machine, when a 
predetermined combination of symbols is obtain (col. 18, lines 24-28); 
determining the winning values and accumulating winnings in the specific winning 
machine (claim 1). 

Referring to Claim 4 

a bonus qualifying event determined after the primary machine is activated (col. 3, 
lines 18-20 and col.4, lines 55-64). 
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Referring to Claim 5 & 6 

a secondary machine (claim 1); 

the use a processor to facilitate all the functions of the primary (master) and 
secondary (slave) machines (see figure 50); 
• a bonus/jackpot (claim 12); 

collecting the game results of the secondary machine in the primary machine ( col. 

16, lines 62-67); 

that the primary machine can be used as a slot, poker or keno machine (col. 5, lines 
14-20) 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Takenouchi et al., Takemoto et al., Tracy and Barrie et al., are cited to show the state 
of art with respect to features of the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Dolores R. Collins whose telephone number is (703) 308-8352 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Jeanette Chapman, can be reached on (703) 308-1310. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3579 . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1148. 





Jeanette chapman 

JPERVISORY P/*TEKfF £XAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



Initial ~7y-£?- 
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